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Policy on the Use of Mobile Phones
Rationale:
We live in a society which increasingly uses information and communication for both work and leisure and the mobile phone has become a common feature of our times. Many children have been given mobile phones and are regular users.

In some cases parents have supplied their children with mobile phones for calling taxis or for the security of keeping in touch with home as they travel to and from school.  Loanends Primary School actively discourages pupils from bringing phones to school. 
During the school day, mobile phones are not required as staff caring for the pupils will make any necessary contacts in relation to health, behaviour and work.  Mobile phones can be distracting from settled behaviour and work, whether text messages, ringing tones or conversations!  In some schools they have also led to arguments and problems including bullying/threats in the playground or grooming by undesirable individuals.  There are also potential concerns around GDPR which we wish to avoid.
Our responsibility is to keep pupils safe in school and, if phones come in so does unsupervised internet access, and that poses, in our opinion, a risk. Parents may reassure us that their child won’t have internet access but we can’t check or police this, so the advice given to us is to be safe and prevent phones coming into school.

The following is our policy and is written to ensure safety for all pupils. We do recognise that parents may have a different view and other schools may have a different approach.  This has been discussed and agreed by Governors.
Routine:
· Mobile phones should not be brought to school. If it is essential to contact parents during an activity away from the school, the teacher in charge will do this using the school’s mobile phone. 
· If parents need to contact pupils for any reason during the school day, this should be done through the school office.
· Pupils should not bring mobile phones to after school events such as PTAFA Discos or evening school events.  If parents need to be contacted, the Teacher Representative or Chairperson of the PTAFA will do so. If pupils are found to be carrying mobile phones, they will be asked to hand them in to a responsible adult; the phone will be returned at the end of an event.
· If a pupil is found taking photographs or video with a mobile phone of anyone, this will be regarded as an offence and disciplinary action will be taken.
· Mobile phones are not permitted on school trips or residential trips.
· Parents will be advised of persistent problems and any abuse of this policy.
· The school will remove mobile phones if pupils are found bringing them in during a normal school day.  Phones will be returned at the end of the school day and parents will be notified.
· The only exception to this policy is where a pupil with medical needs, such as Diabetes requires a phone for the monitoring of blood sugar levels.
Review:
This policy will be kept under review.

( ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I have read the above policy and agree to implement this with my child/children.

Signed: _____________________________

                          (Parent/Guardian)
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